SB 1168 (Pavley) & AB 1739 (Dickinson)

Sustainable Groundwater Management

AB 1739 and SB 1168 work together to advance sustainable management of California’s

groundwater resources. The major components of each bill are summarized below:

SB 1168 (Pavley)

AB 1739 (Dickinson)

Adopts State policy that groundwater
resources be managed sustainably and
affirm that groundwater is most effectively
managed at the local level.

Focuses on groundwater basins ranked as
high- and medium-priority by Department of
Water Resources (DWR).

Exempts adjudicated basins, except for an
annual reporting requirement.

Local communities with high- and medium-
priority groundwater basins must identify or
form one or more groundwater
management agencies (GSAs) by 2017.

Provides GSAs with a toolbox of new tools
and authorities to choose from to effectively
manage their groundwater.

Sets goals and timeframes for groundwater
sustainability plans (GSPs) to address
overdraft and other groundwater problems,
and allows 20 years to achieve the goals.

Provides CEQA exemptions for the
preparation and adoption of GSPs.

Allows this bill to be operative only if AB
1739 (Dickinson) is enacted this year.

Increases coordination and information
sharing between local land use agencies and
groundwater management agencies.

Provides for DWR technical assistance to
GSAs.

Requires DWR to review GSPs and assess
consistency with state regulations prepared
by DWR.

Provides a simpler alternative process for
compliance for local agency(s) that meet
specified requirements.

Provides a state “backstop” for groundwater
basins that have not met the requirements
(referred to as probationary basins).
Provides opportunity for local agencies to
remedy problems prior to @ state
involvement.

Requires annual reporting for probationary
basins and portions of basins not subject to
GSA management.

Provides fee authority to local GSA’s to fund
their groundwater sustainability program,
and to SWRCB for implementation of the
state backstop.

Allows this bill to be operative only if SB
1168 (Pavley) is enacted this year.




